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For Immediate Release:

EIU RELAY FOR LIFE RAISES MORE THAN $40,000 FOR AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY
CHARLESTON - Krissi Griffin was heavily involved in Reray for Life in her hometown of
Schaumburg, but when she got to Eastern Illinois University in 2003, she found that the campus had no
such event.
She quickly changed that, and the second annual EIU Relay for Life, held recently at the Campus
Pond, brought in more than $40,000 for the American Cancer Society.
"It's amazing, and it really says a lot about Eastern and the high caliber of students we have here,"
Griffin said, reflecting on the success of the fund-raiser she coordinated.
Griffin's involvement in Relay for Life began when she was in seventh grade and a friend's mother
was diagnosed with cancer. She became further attached to the cause when a grandmother died of
cancer and a grandfather beat the disease.
"That's really what pushes me," Griffin said. "It's such a horrible disease."
Throughout her high school years, Griffin remained highly involved in Relay for Life in her
hometown, working on the planning committee, recruiting volunteers and coordinating entertainment.
When she arrived at Eastern as a freshman, she contacted the Champaign office of the American
Cancer Society to bring the Relay for Life event to campus.
The first year's effort netted $20,000, with 20 teams participating. This year, 33 teams collected
pledges and walked for 12 hours-- from 6 p.m. April15 to 6 a.m. April16 --raising more than $40,000.
Griffin, now a sophomore elementary education major, was thrilled with the results.
"It does so much good," Griffin said. "The American Cancer Society does so much for these
patients. Anything that anybody can do to help that is well worth it."
The EIU Relay for Life event was sponsored by the campus chapter of Colleges Against Cancer,
which meets twice a month and coordinates several cancer-awareness events during the school year.
EIU Relay for Life received donations from Wave Graphics, Culligan Water, Coldwell Banker Classic
Real Estate, Boxa, Citizens National Bank, Pizza Hut and Charleston Stone Co.
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